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January 26, 2018 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
Hard to believe it but next week we will welcome the month of February. We are so excited about all of 
the things that will happen during this short but exciting month. The thing that I am most excited about is 
our various homework shifts in K-2. We have shared that after the holiday season students return to 
school with a pronounced sense of independence and confidence regarding their school life. They have 
spent the beginning part of the year learning so many valuable lessons and they now find themselves in 
the application phase. We are excited to take advantage of this. You will find the homework to have as its 
collective focus and goal-“We are Writers!”  
 
In Kindergarten students will spend the week contributing parts of a narrative-the characters, the setting, a 
problem and a solution. They will collaborate with their peers and teacher on Friday to craft a complete 
story. In Grade 1, students will be responding to self-selected texts via a daily reading log. They will 
choose to summarize, predict, evaluate, question, connect, or visualize. Finally, our Grade 2 students will 
receive a short passage or piece of text to analyze, appropriate to their individual ability. They will have 
support in the form of an assignment strip that will remind them to reference text and provide evidence to 
support their responses. We want students to apply the strategies learned and interact with text in a deeper 
fashion. You are encouraged to share feedback with teachers as we are interested in minimizing 
frustration level and encourage application.  
 
The month of February is Black History Month and we will be reading and learning about the varied and 
powerful contributions of this community to the American experience. We will highlight a person of 
interest daily and engage in lessons to ensure that we are all aware and celebratory. Our students will be 
exposed to such great Americans as Dr. Martin Luther King, George Washington Carver, Benjamin 
Banneker, Madame CJ Walker, Duke Ellington, and Marion Anderson to only name a few. We will post 
some other resources via Dojo to continue our Home School Connection on this focus. You are invited to 
engage with your teacher to come in and read a book on a famous or noteworthy person or create a craft 
which highlights their contributions to our society.   
 
Lastly, please remember to highlight the importance of being and remaining healthy. Staff and children 
(as developmentally-appropriate) should all follow these steps that prevent the transmission of infections 
such as influenza: cover your coughs and sneezes, avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth, wash hands 
frequently, especially after coughing or sneezing,  and stay home if you’re sick, especially with a fever. 
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-
up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


